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CHRONICLER'S REPORT FOR 1914 

Jan. 6th. 

Plans were formulated for the turning of a portion of 
Rock Creek Park into a sample forest. 

Right in the District of Columbia there is to be a "national 
forest," showing practically every kind of tree in the United 
States find how it grows under real forest conditions. This 
forest will cover about thirty-five acres, and is being planted 
by the United States Forest Service in cooperation with 
the authorities of Rock Creek Park. The site is in the 
vicinity of Camp Good Will, where the poor children of the 
city and their mothers go for a vacation in the summer. This 
arboretum is declared to be unique in this country, if not 
in the world. 

Jan. 16th. 

Site of Red Cross Hill is decided upon. The memorial to 
the Civil War women is to face Seventeenth Street, south of 
Art Gallery. Dedication in 1915 is the aim. 

Jan. 19th. 
Gen. Albert L. Mills, chief of the division of militia affairs, 
War Department, urges need of new buildings to accommo- 
date the rapid growth of enlistments; and makes the state- 
ment, perhaps new to most of us, that the District of Co- 
lumbia has more enlisted men in proportion to population, 
than any State in the Union. 

Feb. 6th. 

Mrs. William Cumming Story, president general of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution, has appointed Mis3 
Laura V. Walker, regent of the Columbia Chapter, as State 
chairman for the District of Columbia on the work of mark- 
ing the "old trail" across the continent. 

The work will start at the point where Gen. Braddock 
landed in 1755, on the District side of the Potomac, and 
proceed to the District line. There it will connect with the 
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work of the Montgomery County (Md.) members of the 
D. A. E. and then be passed on to the Frederick County 
members. 

Feb. 12th. 

A spadeful of earth in Potomac Park was thrown aside 
today and by this simple act the formal beginning was made 
on the classically magnificent memorial of pure white marble 
which in a few years will rise on the bank of the Potomac 
as outward evidence of the American nation's love and ven- 
eration for Abiaham Lincoln, the great emancipator. 

Commemorating the 105th anniversary of the birthday 
of the greatest American since the revolution, the unosten- 
tatious ceremony about the site of the corner-stone of the 
great memorial took on added significance and made this 
recurrence of Lincoln's natal day one long to be remembered. 

Former Senator J. S. C. Blackburn, of Kentucky, was 
the orator of the occasion. 

Feb. 24th. 
The President signed a bill, recently passed by Congress, 
constituting eight hours as a full working day for women. 
To enforce provisions three inspectors were employed at a 
salary of $1,200 each. 

March 6th. 
Death ends the career of Judge Clabaugh, Chief Justice 
of the District Supreme Court. He was the third person to 
hold the position of Chief Justice, his predecessors being 
David K. Carter and Edward F. Bingham. 

April 1st. 
Promised the strong active and financial support of nearly 
100 of the most prominent men and women of Washington, 
the Washington Animal Bescue League was organized late 
yesterday afternoon at a meeting in the Woodward and 
Lothrop auditorium. This meeting was called to hear 
advice regarding such an organization from Mrs. Hunting- 
ton Smith, organizer and president of the Boston Animal 
Bescue League. It was prompted by Mrs. Peter Goelet 
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Gerry and a number of other social leaders, who had con- 
sulted with Walter Stilson Hutchins, president of the 
Washington Humane Society. Mr. Hutchins pledged the 
hearty co-operation and financial assistance of the organi- 
zation of which he is head to the new society. The meeting 
was presided over by Rear Admiral S. A .Staunton, U. S. N. 

April 11th. 

The beginning of a great work — that of converting slums 
into playgrounds for children. 

Transforming the purlieus of Willow Tree Alley, which 
formerly included what probably were the worst slums in 
the District of Columbia, into a recreation park and play- 
ground, with attractive artistic surroundings, is a job now 
being performed by a large force of workmen under the 
direction of Col. Harts, the engineer officer in charge of 
public buildings and grounds. It is the first work of the 
kind ever undertaken in this vicinity, and is an experiment 
in public welfare activities. Considerable interest is being 
displayed by public-spirited citizens in the enterprise, and 
its advocates predict that it will be a powerful and material 
factor in the movement for the moral improvement and well- 
being of the immediate community. 

April 26th. 

Washington's population reaches 353,376, according to 
the Census Bureau's figures, while that of the Continental 
United States is 98,000,000, and that of its possessions 
is 109,000,000. 

April 27th. 

The death of G. A. Townsend, better known to the world 
as "Gath," under which nom-de-plume appeared the follow- 
ing works which immortalized him : "Real Life of Abraham 
Lincoln," "Poems," "Life of Garibaldi," "Mormon Trails of 
Salt Lake," etc., etc. 

May 9th. 

Great Suffrage Parade. Thousands of women in brilliant 
array march down Pennsylvania Avenue, and are greeted 
at the Capitol by law-makers with cheering phrases. 
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May 12th. 
The House upholds the Organic Act and defeats all meas- 
ures intended to amend tax laws in the District. The John- 
son substitute for Prouty Amendment was lost by 164 to 132. 

May 18th. 
A great field-mass was offered up for those who died for 
their country in the recent war with Spain by Mrg. Russell 
on the Monument Grounds. 

June 6th. 

A corner-stone laid for a waifs' home. Bishop Harding 
officiated at the ceremony for the new St. John's orphanage. 

The building is a magnificent testimonial to the work of a 
very remarkable woman who has devoted her time and her 
fortune to the care of the little waifs of humanity. 

June 19 th. 

The National Geographic Society plans an auditorium 
for science talks. The activities of the society have grown 
so marvelously that new additions are necessary, and there 
are contemplated such improvements on contiguous property 
as to make it quite a feature in the architectural plan of the 
city. 

July 11th. 

Plan of memorial to Clara Barton. Three buildings, 
near Glen Echo, to be erected at a cost of nearly $225,000. 
The group is to include a great auditorium, a home for 
nurses and* a first-aid building. 

July 20th. 
The death of the Navy Flag Officer, Rear Admiral Ram- 
say, who saw service in all parts of the world. 

We pay him no compliment, but make simply a bare 
statement of fact, when we say that his biography is an 
inspiration. 

July 23rd. 
The Avenue of the Presidents no longer exists. The sign- 
ing of the District Appropriation bill caused the change, 
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as the Sisson amendment to that measure was adopted by 
both House and Senate. 

August 7th. 
Death of Mrs. Ellen Axson Wilson, the wife of the Presi- 
dent of the United States. 

September 7th. 
The Postoffice moves to its new building. The quarters 
are magnificent, especially the corridor, which is said to 
have been erected at a cost of $400,000. 

September 13th. 
Commemoration exercises of Francis Scott Key, the 
author of "Star-Spangled Banner." It was the 100th anni- 
versary and held under the auspices of the District Daugh- 
ters of the American Revolution. 

September 19th. 

The monument to "Capital Savers" is unveiled. The sur- 
vivors of the 25th N. Y. Cavalry see the regiment's bravery 
honored. 

State and Federal Government officials as well as mem- 
bers of the commissions which had charge of the construc- 
tion of the monument took part in the exercises. The 
remnant of those who fought in the battles was there, and 
the program did not lack Confederate representatives. It 
was again the joining of the North and South, when Union 
and Confederate veterans clasped hands in tribute to 
bravery. 

October 1st. 

The State pays honor to the first President. A stone is 
placed in the Washington Monument by the citizens of 
Washington State. Secretary Lane speaks at the unveiling 
exercises, and calls the great shaft the national pledge by 
which every American takes the oath of loyalty. 
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October 5th. 
Prayers for peace in stricken Europe. Persons of every 
religious denomination gather in churches throughout the 
country. Services in Washington were attended by thou- 
sands in all the walks of life. President Wilson sets the 
example, while the British Ambassador is present at Mount 
St. Alban. It is the first of the kind in the history of the 
nation. 

December 2nd. 

Chief Justice Covington, of the Supreme Court of the 
District of Columbia, addressed a large body of citizens at 
the New Willard last night, in which he urged more perfect 
cooperation with Congress in our effort to make Wash- 
ington the most beautiful city in the world. 

He said, in part: 

"I know that there has been developed an air of smug 
complacency which regards the average Eepresentative or 
Senator as a provincial, having a narrow view of Washing- 
ton's needs and Washington's rights, but I think I may 
say to you as a resident having common cause with you for 
the continuance of the progress of this beautiful city that 
the attitude toward Congress is to some extent a mistaken 
one." 

In concluding, the speaker declared that it was exceed- 
ingly unfortunate that any differences of opinions should 
have arisen between Congress and the citizens of the Dis- 
trict, and that with the elimination of these differences we 
shall remove the only obstacle to the accomplishment of 
the rapid growth and beautifying of the National Capital. 
Eespectfully submitted : 

Martina Carr. 
January 17th, 1915. 



